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Writing initiatives across Europe and beyond have grown out of two traditions: writing in the mother tongue 
and writing in a second or other language, usually English. Writing pedagogies, research, practices and 
institutional policies are inevitably influenced and shaped by the interplay of the growth of English as the 
lingua franca of academe and the desire of other societies and cultures to preserve their own identity. 
Identifying and understanding the differences, similarities, conflicts and opportunities for cross-fertilisation 
and synthesis between these two strands of writing teaching forms the theme for the seventh EATAW 
Conference. 
 
We welcome contributions that address any topics related to the conference theme. The principal suggested 
areas are outlined below, but we are happy to consider other suggestions 

Interrelation of first and second language writing teaching 

 Similarities and differences between first and second language writing 

 Similarities and differences in teaching writing in the first or an other language 

 Studies in contrastive rhetoric and their pedagogical implications 

 Genre and or process across languages 

Promoting academic multiliteracy 

 Research into multiliteracy 

 Approaches to multiliteracy 

 Projects fostering multiliteracy 

 The role of writing programs, centres, WAC/WiD or other initiatives in promoting multiliteracy 

English as global linguistic hegemon and the future of academic writing in other languages 

 The role of writing programs, centres, WAC/WiD or other initiatives in response to the academic 
hegemony of English  

 Institutional missions and the hegemony of English 

Translating and adapting writing pedagogies to other educational and linguistic cultures  

 Transferability of writing theory across languages 

 Transferability of skills learnt in one language to another 

 Transferability of pedagogical techniques  

 The role of writing teachers, programs, centres, and/or WAC/WiD initiatives in translating and adapting 
pedagogies across cultures 

Quality of Contributions 

Contributions should: 
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 Relate to practical problems or educational contexts and, at the same time, refer to the existing body of 
writing theory and research. 

 Take into account that participants from other parts of the world may not be familiar with your 
educational systems, national organisations, terminologies and abbreviations. Please be explicit with 
regard to all cultural assumptions your presentation may contain. 

 Take into account that while English is the lingua franca of the conference, many EATAW members 
teach writing in their own language and do not have native-speaker proficiency in English. 

Types of Contribution 

Presentations  

The standard length for presentations will be 30 minutes (20 minutes presentation plus 10 minutes for 
discussion). Presenters are expected to present in a vivid and comprehensible way and to make their 
contribution an appropriate basis for discussion with a culturally diverse, international audience. 

Workshops  

Participant-centred workshops should offer practical/experiential activities and discussion. Workshops will 
last 70 minutes. Workshops should not be seen as 'long presentations', but should actively involve the 
audience in writing activities, discussions and an exchange of experiences.  
Under exceptional circumstances, extended workshops of 100 minutes may be considered. In such cases, 
workshop facilitators should be highly experienced and capable of attracting a considerable number of 
participants. An accompanying rationale and outline for the workshop justifying why 100 minutes is needed 
should be included. 

Roundtable discussions  

Within 70 minutes, three or four contributors will discuss a common subject under the guidance of a chair 
person (maximum 60 minutes). There should be at least 10 minutes for audience questions and discussion. 
Round-table discussions should be jointly proposed in a single abstract form.   

Symposia  

Within 100 minutes, three or four contributors present related subjects and discuss them with the audience 
guided by a chair person (60 minutes presentation, 40 minutes discussion time). Authors wishing to submit 
papers as a symposium must complete a single abstract form, giving a brief outline of each of the 
presentations and how they link together. One person should be nominated as the main correspondent.  

Other forms of contribution  

If you would like to work on a subject in another way than the suggested contribution types above, such as in 
the form of a panel of several linked presentations within a 70 or 100 minute slot, please do not hesitate to 
contact the conference organisation team. We will support you to find an adequate setting for your special 
interest. 

Conference language 

The conference language will be English. All conference correspondence, all official announcements prior to 
and during the conference, all keynote presentations, the EATAW meeting and other plenary events will be 
held in English. 

Presentations/Workshops/Round-table discussions in French and German 

Given that English is not the working language of many EATAW members, we would be happy to receive 
contributions in French and German, with the following provisos: 
 

 An abstract proposal must be submitted in both English and the language of the presentation. 

 During the session, visuals such as PowerPoint should include subtitles in English. 

 Where relevant, a handout in English should also be provided. 

 The presenter may submit the final paper for publication in the proceedings in the language of the 
presentation, but an English abstract must be provided. 
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Writing an effective abstract 

 
Abstracts should be between 100 and 250 words. 
 
Guiding questions for presentation abstracts: 

 What is the problem, need or knowledge gap that prompted this contribution?  

 In what way is this a problem that other institutions/teachers in Europe may share? 

 What solution did you find to address this need? 

 What theoretical principles guided your choice of solution or your inquiry? 

 How does your presentation relate to previous research and scholarship? 

 If you conducted quantitative or qualitative research, what methodology did you use? 

 What did you discover? 

 How applicable may your findings be to other contexts? What is the value of your research for your 
potential audience? What implications, if any, does your work have for the evaluation of existing theory? 

 
Guiding questions for workshop abstracts: 

 What is the intended result of the workshop? 

 What input (theoretical or other) from you, the workshop leader(s), will help participants to address the 
problem? 

 How will the workshop participants work together to address this problem (e.g. what didactic methods 
will be used: brainstorming, group activities, role play, etc.)? 

 
Guiding questions for jointly proposed round-table abstracts: 

 What is the joint problem, need or knowledge gap that prompted this round-table? 

 What are your individual positions on this problem? Please outline your individual contribution following 
the guidelines for presentations. 

 
Guiding questions for jointly proposed symposia abstracts:  

 What is your joint problem, need or knowledge gap that prompted this symposium? 

 What are your individual positions on this problem? Please outline your individual contribution following 
the guidelines for presentations.  

How to submit a proposal 

Please submit your abstract electronically through the EATAW 2013 website at www.eataw2013.eu by 27
th
 

January, 2013.  
 
Submissions will be double-blind reviewed by the EATAW Board and Conference Committee. You will be 
notified of the reviewers’ decision by March 31st, 2013. 

http://www.eataw2013.eu/

